THE NATURAL REGIONS OF THE PACIFIC
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sterile and almost devoid of plant life Man makes a home
in these regions only under the attraction of profit as in the
case of the nitrate industry of South America or the gold
fields of Western Australia Along their margins some tribes
such as the nomadic Aruntas of Central Australia or the
Hopi Indians of New Mexico find a precarious existence
Civilized men have been able to found settlements at spots
favoured by the presence of artesian water The saying that
Europe stops at the Sahara merely emphasizes the fact that
deserts have always been most effective barners to trade and
migration The Central Australian Desert cuts off northern
Australia from the south m much the same way
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The near desert areas of Central Attstralia.